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In March of 2024 the Historical Society of the Cocalico Valley debuted its new featured exhibit, 

“The	Cocalico	Valley	Textile	History”.  It ran for two years, through the end of 2025.  The Cocalico 

Valley was an active producer of textile that included shoes, silk, dresses, hats, hosiery and 

more.  For about 100 years, roughly covering 1850 – 1950, there were about 70 textile factories 

here in northern Lancaster County.   The textile industry here became a huge source of 

employment and productivity. 

 

In the past we have developed new exhibits that would run for two years before being taken 

down and forgotten.  The 2022 – 2023 exhibit “From	Ephrata	to	Three	Star	General” celebrated 

the remarkable career of Lieutenant General Ronald Blanck, D.O. U. S. Army.  This was the 7irst 

exhibit that we preserved by making a video of it.  Videos are expensive, however, but we soon 

came to realize the importance of preserving these special 2-year exhibits so they can be 

valued and enjoyed beyond the life of their display. 

 

Consequently, we have created this photographic album of the Cocalico Valley Textile History as 

an effective way to keep the story alive for future reference.  In the pages that follow you will 

7ind nearly all the items that were part of our 2024-2025 featured exhibit.  We have added a 

few explanatory notes to enhance the story.  This may become a model for future exhibits.  We 

welcome your feedback and suggestions. 

 

Here is a brief index of what you will 7ind. 
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Company Dates Location, Etc. 

Bollman   

 

1868 – present Adamstown 

Redcay Hat Manufacturing 

Became Adamstown Hat Co. 

 

Ca. 1870 – 1920 

1920 - ? 

Adamstown 

Handel’s Hato Co. - 	became	

Coldren’s Hat Co. 

 

  - 1901 

Adamstown 

F & M Hats    

 

1912 – present Denver 

 

	

 

 

Company	 Years	 Location	
Miller, Hess & Co. 1901 – 1984 Akron 

 

Denver Shoe Co. 

Became B & E Shoe Co. 

?  -  1908 

1908 – 1921 

 

Denver 

B	&	E	was	bought	by	A.	N.	

Wolf	in	1921 

Eby Shoe/Fleet Air 1914 – 1985 Ephrata  

 

A. N. Wolf 

 

1922 - Denver 

Highland Shoe - 1984 Akron 

 

Ephrata Shoe Co. 1929 – 2000 Ephrata 

 

Ba-Ru-Be 1954 – 1973 Ephrata 
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Company	 Years	 Location	
Ephrata Hosiery Mill 1896 – 1934 Ephrata 

William L. Hyman 1900 - Ephrata 

Adamstown Hosiery 

Became Mohn’s Hosiery 

1909 – 1921 

1921 – 1935 

Adamstown 

 

Conestoga -1925 Brownstown 

 

Lincoln Hosiery 1935 - Lincoln (now Ephrata) 

 

Hope Manufacturing  Adamstown; Denver 

Prestige 

 

 Ephrata 

Blue Line Hosiery 

 

 Denver 

Worley’s Hosiery  Reamstown 

 

Blue Cross Knitting  Adamstown 

 

Century Hosiery Mill  Adamstown 

 

Super Tex Hosiery Restarted 1938 Ephrata 

 

Company	 Years	 Location	
Westerhoff Bros. & Napier    1897-1936 Ephrata 

Stunzi Bros.,  then 

Stunzi Sons 

1927 – 1931 

1931 – ca. 1958 

Ephrata 

 

Shirk Silk Waist Co. 1900 - Ephrata 
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Company	 Years	 Location	
Walter W. Moyer 1901 – 1974 Ephrata 

 

Gerber Children’s Wear 1974 – 1993 Successor to W. W. Moyer 

 

Lesher & Raig 

 

1903 - 1940 Reamstown 

Daisey Shirt/Givler Shirt Co. 1912 – 1925 Ephrata 

 

Progressive Shirt 1912 - Ephrata 

Zook Woolen Mill 1914 -  Akron 

 

Denver Textiles 

 

 Denver 

Solodar & Husin    -1928 Ephrata 

 

Ephrata Shirt Co 

 

1928 – 1951 Ephrata 

Givler & Solodar Shirt 1928 Ephrata  

 

Husin Shirt Co. 1928 Ephrata 

 

Yorktowne Manufacturing   1930 - Ephrata 

Keystone Nightwear Co. 1933 - Reinholds 

 

Dutchmaid 

 

1934 – 1985 Ephrata 

Cinderella Knitting 

 

1944 – 1993 Denver 

Shorenson 

 

1947- Brownstown 

Hopeland Mfg 

 

1947 - Hopeland 

Mijan/Hemmerich’s Shirt 1947 - Denver 

H & H Garment Co.   - 1962 Denver 

D & M Dress 1960 –  

H & H Garment Co.          - 1962 Denver 
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Ephrata Atlas Overall Co. 

 

  - 2003 Ephrata 

Terry Manufacturing  Akron 

 

Hesteco Manufacturing   1954 – 1992 Ephrata 

 

Ephrata Garment Co. 

Formerly	H	&	H,	Denver	

1962 - Ephrata 

 

Liebovitz & Sons (shirts)  Ephrata 
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BOLLMAN	HAT	COMPANY	
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DUTCHMAID	
 

The	Story	of	Dutchmaid	

 

Dutchmaid began in 1934, When the country was in the midst of the depression.  

Unemployment was widespread.  People were disheartened.  But one prominent physician 

living in the small town of Ephrata, Pennsylvania, found a way to help dispel some of that 

discouragement. 

 

When Dr. Warren Fake was offered a chance to buy hosiery machines at a bankruptcy sale, he 

saw an opportunity to provide much needed employment for the people in his community. 

 

He installed the machinery in his garage, hired people to run them, and then hired more people 

to sell the stockings door-to-door.  Dr. Fake’s venture was the beginning of a thriving business.  

Within two years the business outgrew the garage and a new building was needed.  Through 

the years, that growth continued.  During that time, besides a large facility in Ephrata, nine 

production mills, either owned or af7iliated with the business, were turning out Dutchmaid 

fashions.  The company was still family owned and operated. 

 

In the early 50’s, party plan selling had been a vital ingredient in Dutchmaid’s success.  

Dutchmaid fashions were not in a store – they were only available through local independent 

Dutchmaid Fashion Stylists. 

 

A fashion stylist sells Dutchmaid clothing in her area.  She is a vital contact between Dutchmaid 

and the public.  For party plan selling, Dutchmaid hostesses give parties for the Stylist.  The 

hostess establishes a party atmosphere and invites friends, neighbors and relatives to her 

home.  In return, she receives free clothing and gifts. 

 

But the main attractions is the Dutchmaid fashions.  The Fashion Stylist shows the clothes, 

points out their various quality and style features, and often invites guests to try them on.  The 

guests may order the garments they want, payment and deliver dates are arranged, and the 

hostess wraps up the evening by serving light refreshments. 

 

Our customers know that when they buy Dutchmaid, they’re getting the most out of their 

fashion dollar. 
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Dr. Warren Fake 
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F	&	M	HAT	
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HOPELAND	MANUFACTURING	
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Hopeland Manufacturing Company began operations in July 1947 in the former General 

Cigar Company building located in Hopeland, PA.  It was founded by the late Wayne A. Reber, 

Sr., as a lingerie plant. 

 The 7irst garments were women’s slips and half slips.  In 1957 the line was expanded to 

include women’s sleepwear.  In March of 1955 Wayne A. Reber, Jr., joined the business.  He 

became the sole owner in 1961.  The product line was again diversi7ied to include women’s 

sportswear.  This included knit blouses and shift dresses. 

 By the late 1960’s a four story wind was added to the original building.  The business 

continued making women’s sportswear until 1981 when the company expanded into children’s 

sportswear. 

 During the late 1980’s an ever-increasing amount of garments that were sown at 

Hopeland Manufacturing were screen printed by outside contractors.  Seeing a need for more 

screen printing, Hopeland Mfg. Co. undertook a major expansion and diversi7ication.  During 

the year 1987 a new concrete block 4 story addition was added to the plant.  Then in March 

1988 our new screen printing business Print N Image, was started. 

 

 

 

Hopeland Time Line 

 

1800’s  General Cigar Company 

 

1940’s  Lingerie Mill 

 

1980’s  Children’s Clothing 

 

2001    Screen Printing 
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Screen Printing 
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WALTER	W.	MOYER	CO.	
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Newspaper	article	announcing	the	closure	of	the	Gerber	Childrenswear	Inc.	factory	in	Ephrata,		Gerber	bought	the	

Walter	W,	Moyer	company	in	1974.	

Lancaster	New	Era	September	13,	1993,	Page	C-16	
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ASSORTED	ITEMS	ON	DISPLAY 

 

 

The	Cloister	Fulling	Mill 

 

One of the earliest examples of the textile industry in the Cocalico Valley can be traced to the 

Ephrata Cloister.  In 1736 Andreas Kropf built a grist mill along the Cocalico Creek.  About 7ive 

years later, in 1741, he sold the mill and the land it was on to the Cloister community.  Thus 

began the Cloister’s entrance into milling. 

 

The Brothers of the Cloister expanded the mill until it included 5 separate sections, all in one 

location.  This included the original grist mill, plus a saw mill, a linseed oil mill, a paper mill, 

and a fulling mill.  According to Luthersn Pastor Israel Acrelius, who visited her in 1753, all the 

mills operated from the power of the same water wheel.  This was a remarkable 

accomplishment.  Another visitor commented “at	the	same	time	they	are	well	versed	in	the	

mechanical	arts,	excelling	the	best	artisans	of	England,	as	witness	the	mechanical	works	of	their	

various	mill.” 

 

Tragedy struck on December 5, 1747, when a 7ire broke out during the night, destroying much 

of the mill complex.  Not to be deterred, the community quickly rebuilt the structure. 

By 1756 paper production became so valuable that a second paper mill was built about a 

quarter of a mile upstream.  The new mill became known as the upper mill, while the original 

complex was known as the lower mill. 

 

The fulling mill at Ephrata was one of the 7irst of its kind in Lancaster County.  It is not clear 

when it was added, but it was operating at the time of the 7ire in 1747.  By 1756 it was one of 

only four fulling mills in Lancaster County. 

 

The mills  at Ephrata underwent numerous changes through the years.  They were sold several 

times in the 19th century before coming into the hands of Walter W. Moyer, who closed down 

the milling operations in 1916.  The mill that now exists is not the original structure and it is 

unsure when it was built.  It is believed to have been built following the 7ire of 1747.  We know 

that by 1768 it was extensively remodeled and likely expanded.  It is located along the Cocalico 

Creek at Old Mill Road and is now owned by the Borough of Ephrata as part of the Haller 

Homestead Park. 
 

 
“The final mill operated by the Ephrata community, the fulling mill, is the least recognized or understood. 

This mill had various func�ons involved in the final produc�on stages of woolen cloth. A er being taken 

from the loom, the cloth was brought to the mill where it was washed in hot water and "fuller's earth," a 

fine clay which absorbed the natural lanolin oils in the wool. The mill provided the power for the large post-

like beaters which were used in the washing process. The washing also caused the cloth to shrink, �ghtening 

the weave of the fabric. Finally, the nap of the cloth was trimmed before it was returned to the customer.” 
Michael Showalter, Museum Educator, Ephrata Cloister 
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[See	description	on	the	next	page]	
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Newspaper Clippings Arranged By Date 

      
					Lancaster	Examiner,	November	5,	1919										 					Lancaster	Examiner	and	the	Semi-Weekly	New	Era	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 									October	15,	1920,		page	2	
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The	Ephrata	Review,	December	2,	1932	

	

	

	

																													 	
Intelligencer	Journal,	June	14,	1941	p.	13	 	 	 									Lancaster	Intelligencer	Journal	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																May	27,	1957,		Page	49	
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Lancaster	New	Era,		April	22,	1969,		Page	23	
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Lancaster	New	Era,	May	4,	1978,	page	1	
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Lancaster	New	Era,		February	26,	1992,		page	43	
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SPECIAL THANKS to the following persons who made this exhibit possible. 

 The Museum & Library Commi+ee of HSCV 

 Maureen Nichols, Commi+ee member who spearheaded the project 

 The Fichthorn Family (F & M Hat) 

 The Reber Family (Hopeland Manufacturing) 

 

 

ADDITIONAL	RESOURCES 

 

For further information on the textile industry in the Cocalico Valley please stop by the 

Historical Society of the Cocalico Valley (HSCV) library and speak with the librarian.  The 

following books will also have more stories and pictures.  All are available to view at the HSCV 

Library.  Those marked with (*) are also available for sale at HSCV. 

 

HSCV (1984).  A	Nostalgic	Journey	Through	the	Cocalico	Valley.  Science Press. 

 

*HSCV (1993).  Sights,	Scenes,	Visions,	and	Dreams:	Looking	Back	at	Ephrata.   

 

*Marquet, C.  (2011).  Through	the	Years:	Photographic	Views	of	the	Cocalico	Valley.  

 

*Marquet, C.  (2008).  Transparences,	ReAlections,	Light	:	Photographic	Views	of	the	Cocalico	

Valley.  Fulton Press. 

 

Spohn, C.  (2016).  Then	and	Now,	A	View	of	Ephrata	Borough	Through	the	Decades	1891-2016. 

 

Tshudy, J.  (1982).  Turn	of	the	Century	View	of	Ephrata.   
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